OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATE DEAN

Dear Upper-Level Students,

Please read this le
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Limit of 20 distance learning credits for admission to New York Bar. It is also important to
understand that individual states may impose rules that are more restrictive than the ABA’s in
setting criteria for who is eligible for admission to the bar. The three most popular states for
WNE alumni to seek admission to the bar are Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New York. Of
these three states, Massachusetts and Connecticut do not impose stricter rules about distance
learning courses, but New York does. New York requires bar applicants to have attended a law
school that requires at least 83 credits to earn the JD, of which only 15 of those credits may be
in distance learning courses. Because we require 88 credits to earn a JD from Western New
England, our students may take 20 distance learning credits and still be eligible for admission in
New York.

New York also denies eligibility to applicants who took any distance education credits in the
first third of their JD program. For this reason, our part-time evening program does not comply
with this aspect of the NY Court of Appeals Rules for the Admission of Attorneys.

We recommend that students consult the bar admission requirements in the state where they
intend to practice if it is a state other than those mentioned in the letter.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask.

Erin Buzuvis, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
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https://nycourts.gov/ctapps/520rules10.htm#3

